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AMEMBASSY SANTO DOMINGO 

CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 8420 

E.O. 11652: XGDS 
TAGS: MASS, EC 

SUBJECT: FUTURE OF MILITARY GROUPS 

REF: A) STATE 292128 B) QUITO 7312 C) QUITO 3659 
D) QUITO 7093 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO REF A, WE ARE ON RECORD PER REFS B, C, AND 

D AS SUPPORTING ASSIGNMENT OF A THREE-MEMBER UNIT TO HANDLE 
SECURITY ASSISTANCE MATTERS IN ECUADOR. IT IS MISSION'S VIEW 
THAT THIS UNIT WOULD CONSIST OF THREE OFFICERS WITH APPROPRIATE 
NON-OFFICER LEVEL SUPPORT STAFF. 

2. THE DESIGNATION OF THE THREE-MAN SECURITY ASSISTANCE 

GROUP IS RELATIVELY IMMATERIAL EXCEPT THAT NO MAAG OR MILGROUP 
EXISTS IN ECUADOR NOR DO THE GOE OR THIS MISSION WANT ONE. 
THEREFORE RETENTION OF THE PRESENT DESIGNATION OF US MILITARY 
LIAISON OFFICE (USMLO) IS PREFERRED TO THAT OF MILITARY GROUP, 
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BUT EITHER ODC OR OSA IS ACCEPTABLE. 
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